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Dear Holy Rosary and Pathways Parents and Pupils 

Re: Newsletter 

We were thrilled to be able to open our doors to the Gr. R/ Gr. 1 /Gr. 6 and Gr. 7 pupils this week - welcome 

back one and all - we have missed you and are eager to return to some semblance of normality as soon as 

possible. These 4 groups will, by Friday, have had the opportunity to familiarise themselves with all the protocols 

and processes. We are excited to announce that the next groups of pupils will be re-integrated onto campus 

straight after the half term break - here is the proposed schedule for the re-integration. 

Dates for re-integration of ALL other grades  
 
HRS Gr 2/4 will return on 6th July  * Pathways - Teacher Sonia’s - Busy Bees - will return on 6th July 

HRS Gr 3/5 will return on 8th July  * Pathways - Teacher Terry’s - Ladybugs - will return on 8th July 

 Pathways - Teacher Bev - Under the Sea - will return on 13th July 

 Pathways - Teacher Heather - Jungle Cubs - will return on 15th 

July 

Light in the darkest times  

"A light that shines in the dark, a light that 
darkness could not overpower." John 1:5 
Loving, ever-living and compassionate God, 

You understand the pain of loss, the heartache of bereavement, 

May we hold in our hearts all those whose family members or friends have died. 

You are a light that shines in the darkest times, 

Guide us and heal us in our sickness and sorrow.  

You comfort us in times of fear,  

May we comfort each other, even as we keep apart. 

You console and lead us in times of doubt and confusion, 

May we follow the light of your love and spread hope. 

You move our hearts to acts of generosity, 

May we be led to share what we have with those in need. 

God of life, 

We thank you for the signs of your light in the midst of our darkness, 

May we be signs of your compassion in the heart of your world.  

Amen.  



BISHOP JOSEPH SHANAHAN 
The momentous milestone of the 80th Birthday of Holy Rosary School took place on the 3rd of June this year.   
On this day, eighty years ago, our school opened its doors for the first time, with a complement of a staff of five 
Holy Rosary Sisters and six pupils.  During 2020, a Mass of celebration and thanksgiving was planned to take 
place on the Feast of the Holy Rosary, on the 7th of October, but the rate of transmission of the Corona Virus 
and the laws which pertain to large gatherings of people, will determine whether we can proceed with our 
celebratory arrangements.  
 
During the month of June, it is customary for the school to celebrate the feast of our founder, Bishop Joseph 
Shanahan.  Bishop Shanahan was born in Ireland in 1871.  After being ordained as a priest, he volunteered to 
serve in the foreign missions.  On the 13th of November, 1902, he arrived in a small settlement in Nigeria, called 
Onitsha.  This is where Bishop Shanahan began his missionary work in Africa, one hundred and eighteen years 
ago. 
 
Bishop Shanahan eventually became the Bishop of Southern Nigeria and he evangelised a huge area of this 
country. He is recognised as one of the greatest bishops of modern times. Bishop Shanahan was responsible 
for educating many people and he established a large amount of schools, believing that education was the only 
way in which to equip young people to use their talents fully and so fulfil God’s plan in their lives. He placed an 
emphasis on the education of girls and founded the Holy Rosary Sisters to address this need. 
  

Bishop Shanahan had a dream.  He pursued that dream.  He had a vision and he had hope. He responded 
positively to an invitation from God to join the priesthood.  Bishop Shanahan’s dream was to become a 
missionary, to spread the Word and love of Christ and to see God in everyone whom he met. Despite many 
difficulties, he had the courage to follow this challenging mission.  He followed his dream and made it a reality.  
He allowed the Holy Spirit to work within him and to be his guide in all of his endeavours. Bishop Shanahan 
proved that the determination and dedication of one person can make a difference in the world and in the lives 
of many. 
 
Our founder’s complete submission to the will of God and the manner in which he wanted the Lord to use him 
as an instrument of evangelisation are epitomised in his words: 
 
“Thanks be to You, my God, for having preserved me up to this, in Your holy Apostolic Congregation.  Thanks 
for having been so good as to send me to Africa.  May Your holy name be blessed and praised for all eternity.  
May my heart never wander form You.  May I never neglect spending every atom of my energy, mental and 
physical, in saving those souls You love so much.” 
 
During 2020, when we are celebrating the gifts with which God has blessed our school, while nostalgically 
remembering its humble beginnings, we give thanks and praise to God for our tenacious founder and for the 
Holy Rosary Sisters. These sisters prioritised the education of girls and selflessly devoted their lives to teaching 
young ladies and instilling Christian values of love and compassion in all of their pupils.  We are indebted to 
Bishop Shanahan and our beloved Holy Rosary Sisters who have given so unselfishly of themselves to provide 
us with an invaluable gift, the precious school which they have bequeathed to us. May we do justice to this gift 
by always remaining true to the mission and vision of our founder.  May all that is accomplished at Holy Rosary, 
honour and glorify the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit.  
 

Mrs M. Fitzpatrick.  Head of Department  
Religious Education 

 

 

 

 



Opinion Piece - Racism in our schools is a continuum of our past  
Oscar Van Heerden - Oscar van Heerden is a scholar of 
International Relations (IR), where he focuses on International 
Political Economy, with an emphasis on Africa, and SADC in 
particular. He completed his PhD and Masters studies at the 
University of Cambridge (UK). His undergraduate studies were at 
Turfloop and Wits. He is an active fellow of the Mapungubwe 
Institute for Strategic Reflections (MISTRA) and is a trustee for the 

Kgalema Motlanthe Foundation. Article courtesy of Catholic 
Board of Educators 

We must remember that most of the historically elite private schools were founded on Christian foundations, 

by rich white men who had no issue with being racist, homophobic or chauvinistic. Tackling social justice 

through a lens of race, class and gender thus becomes very important. 

As a father of two kids at a private school in Gauteng, a husband to an educator and a father-in-law who has 
been a headmaster at a few private schools, I thought I’d weigh in on this question of racism in our schooling 
system. I believe, that as parents, we have failed in preparing our children for these very complex questions 
on race, gender, identity and class politics. In fact, in some circumstances, I would argue some of us actively 
fuelled these matters, given our own racist beliefs. After all, we remain products of our racist past. We have 
to own up and we have to do more. Given the preponderance of Western culture and US popular culture in 
particular, it is unfortunate that the murder of George Floyd, and not our own Collins Khosa, sparked the 
necessary outrage over racism in our schools. I make this point about preponderance because I do think that 
our younger generation, particularly in our private and Model-C schools, has appropriated the lexicon of the 
US without deeper thought analysis. 

For example, when I look at some of the demands made by the students at Bishops (Diocesan College), I cannot 
but wonder why they talk of people of colour (POC), or “minorities”, when in fact, unlike the US situation, 
where indeed the average African American person is indeed a minority in that country, we are the black 
majority in South Africa. And what that means is that we cannot play the continuous victim card, unlike our 
counterparts in the US, who remain on the back foot having to knock on the master’s door, when we, the black 
majority, are the master — get used to it, start claiming it. We have political power in this country and as such 
cannot talk about minorities, not even in the private school context. As for the POC label, this again is 
appropriated, without taking into consideration our own struggle history in South Africa. Yes, it goes without 
saying that indeed the most oppressed and exploited grouping in SA was indeed the black African, but this was 
not wholly at the expense of the so-called coloured and Indian peoples. No, the general BLACK population in 
SA, made up of African, Coloured and Indian, were the oppressed masses in this country. They were the slaves, 
the indentured labourers and the subhumans for the longest time in our history in this country; this is 
undeniable. Wanting to make any distinction between the severity of such oppression among these groups is 
missing the point altogether. 

In seeking redress and equality, one cannot call for a method that is divisive in nature. 

In fact, the very reason the apartheid state wanted us to make such differentials is to subscribe to that old 
strategy of divide and rule. And so, by insisting as you do in your demands, to elevate this matter of 
“colourism”, you are but reinforcing such divide-and-rule tactics of the past. I know there are indeed those 
among the Coloured and Indian communities who desperately want to cling to such classifications, but these 
are confused persons who cling to racist apartheid classifications that are derogatory whichever way you slice 
it. I can only but assume the main reason they want to insist on othering is because deep down they actually 
think it means that they are better than the black person. After all, to be black is supposedly a bad thing 
throughout the world, as we observe. That’s why we must supposedly remind everyone that, “Black lives 
matter”. But I contend that this is an insufficient call to action. What matters more is white brutality and 
racism. We are black, so we need not remind ourselves that we matter. 

We need to be more explicit about white privilege, racism and white supremacy. It matters not that I am black 
and I have a life. I already value that. I don’t need a white person to value that. What matters now are the 
actions of racists in offending and murdering that life. We must choke the air out of all the spaces that fuel 
racism. It does not matter at all how a woman dresses, it matters only what the rapist does. This same 
approach should also be used to fight white supremacy. Let’s keep the focus on the actions of the perpetrators. 
Call it out, “soft” or hard racism. At the braai, in the workplace, in all our spaces and especially in our schools. 
Let’s make racism a matter that matters for us all. Racists do not believe our lives matter, there is no need to 



respect them with diplomatic niceties about black lives. “I can’t breathe” — must be changed to, “You are 
choking me”. 

As I read the demands of the Bishops’ matrics, I could not but help be reminded of what Mandela told us: “Our 
struggle was against white supremacy, not against white people.” And so, let’s put our collective knee on 
racism and snuff it out! But, let’s snuff it out in our South African context. It’s not OK when a white and black 
girl sing a song and use the word nigger, and the school hauls the white student before a disciplinary 
committee but not the black girl, as if to imply that it’s OK if the black student uses such a derogatory word. A 
minority in the US may want to own that derogatory word given their specific history, but we don’t want it 
here, just like we don’t want to own the word “kaffir” given our history. Our Constitution simply prohibits the 
use of such derogatory slurs, period. 

It’s not OK that as blacks we allow white friends to appropriate black culture in music and literature, but then 
want to regulate what they can and cannot sing or read. Our SA Constitution is very explicit on these matters, 
racism is racism whether it comes from a white person or a black person. I just get the sense that a lot of what 
is going on from these schools on social media platforms, for example, is about wanting to discipline whites, 
wanting to regulate them, wanting them to know their place in society. It’s so very pejorative in nature. Is this 
really what our broader struggle should only be about? The hair policy matter is something that always comes 
up, time and time again, as well — have you ever considered that even though you make these demands at 
these private schools, there is a certain decorum of hair and neatness at our public, predominantly black 
schools too? It’s not as if every black child is simply allowed to do whatever he/she pleases with regard to 
school uniform, hair, nails and so on. 

In other words, what is distinctly absent from your demands is the class component to your demands. What I 
mean by this is that there is no due regard to the poor child in our public school system at all. And so, you can 
see how you locate this struggle only within your private school domain, your class strata domain, which I 
assume you are very comfortable with, but the struggle is much larger than just your private school issues. It 
reminds me of the 1980s when we, black students, were demanding free higher education because of our 
poverty levels in society, when our white counterparts at UCT made their most critical demand — more 
student parking. Our demands could not have been more divergent. Don’t fall into this trap. 

You have to actively work towards finding each other in these circumstances, and yes, in time many of these 
issues will resolve themselves, if there’s a will. I’m reminded of when my father-in-law appointed the first black 
Geography teacher at Kearsney College many years ago. Almost instantly, he received a call from a parent, 
stating that her son could not understand this teacher because of the way in which he spoke the English 
language. The headmaster reminded the parent that not only will a person with such an accent be the next 
chairperson of the School Governing Body, but that the said student would likely be working for someone with 
such an accent in the near future. The very same boy grew  to be very fond of this particular teacher and spent 
many a time in the teacher’s home village in rural KZN, helping out with teaching underprivileged kids in that 
community. He grew to appreciate and admire his Geography teacher and indeed embrace difference. We can 
also do this over time. 

Evidently, the impact of the transformation and diversity training in our schools is not having the desired 
outcome, and hence, more needs to be done, as demanded by the students at Bishops. We must remember, 
the majority of these schools are founded on Christian foundations, by rich white men who have no issue with 
being racist, homophobic or chauvinists. Tackling social justice through a lens of race, class and gender thus 
becomes very important. We must, however, be aware of constitutionally ingrained demands, demands 
around the LGBTIQ+ communities for example, are allowed to flourish everywhere, not allowing it, would be 
unconstitutional and the school can be challenged in a court of law. I get that what you are actually wanting 
to demand is a culture change in these schools and that I support fully. But, play the ball and not the player, 
don’t make this about narrow issues of wanting to discipline white students, managers and school 
administrators, because it shouldn’t be about that. 

Controversial as this next point might be, I do want to also throw 
it into the mix, and this is that you must remember that you or 
your family have chosen to be part of these institutions and 
hence embracing its institutional culture. Don’t get me wrong, 
no culture can continue to be derogatory, racist or any other 
form of prejudice, but you knew of its specific culture when you 
applied to be a part of it. I raise this because of my own 
experience at Cambridge University in the UK as a student there. 



I wanted to be part of, and chose to be part of this prestigious institution and therefore had to contend with 
centuries of culture and practices, that at times were so dated, and indeed not very politically correct, but it 
required a certain level of sophistication in tackling some of them. I couldn’t simply waltz in there as a black 
student from a developing country such as South Africa and think they would conform to my needs and 
demands, saying it was non-negotiable. 

Some of these schools are Methodist or Catholic in their traditions and yes, though no student of other faiths 
or religions must be discriminated against, they cannot simply demand that the school must now be a secular 
school. This I raise just by way of an example after reading some of the complaints from Hindu students with 
regard to food and religious beliefs. It would be fine to demand that kosher and halaal foods, with or without 
beef, must be made available at school, but not to necessarily demand that no pork products must be available 
to others because it is against your religious beliefs. 

I guess I’m saying that more circumspect demands must be brought forward.  

It goes without saying that educators and managers must transform not only their actions, but also their 
mindsets. This is a difficult thing to do, but try we must. From the school’s perspective, we must find ways and 
means of how we use the curriculum to engender true non-racialism, non-sexism and democracy. 

Through subjects like history, geography and languages that are historically situated, of course. This nonsense 
of teaching history in an ahistoric context is just a joke. No point in wanting to teach apartheid in this context 
as if we can discuss the pros and cons of this heinous crime against humanity — it was just wrong and 
unacceptable, full stop. The demand for more accommodation of the Xhosa language is great, but must also 
be weighed up against respecting the Afrikaans language, for example. These matters cut both ways, more 
often than not. 

I am encouraged by the students taking a stand, raising their voices and making demands, but they cannot do 
it alone, parents. We must come to the party, even though we subscribe to the most ghastly of racist views 
and beliefs. And just like we try every day to cope in this cosmopolitan country of ours, so too must our kids, 
so let’s lend a helping hand and not make it their issue alone. 

I’m proud of my twins for actively engaging in these questions of race, class, gender and identity and so, I 
suspect, you are too. The last thing we want is to raise politically ignorant kids, even though we as parents 
often say things like, “I’m not really interested in politics”. Now that would be a real shame. 

Bertolt Brecht reminds us: “The worst illiterate is the political illiterate, he doesn’t hear, doesn’t speak, nor 
participates in the political events. He doesn’t know the cost of life, the price of the bean, of the fish, of the 
flour, of the rent, of the shoes and of the medicine, all depends on political decisions. The political illiterate is 
so stupid that he is proud and swells his chest saying that he hates politics. The imbecile doesn’t know that, 
from his political ignorance is born the prostitute, the abandoned child, and the worst thieves of all, the bad 
politician, corrupted and flunky of the national and multinational companies.” 

Let’s do our bit to help our kids understand tolerance, embrace difference, and to stand together as one 
nation. Unity in our diversity. Let’s teach them how to not be racists 

 

 

 

 



YOUTH DAY 

Last week we remembered Youth Day, as it is popularly 
known.  This is the day on which South Africans honours 
the youth who were ambushed by the apartheid regime 
police in Soweto, on 16 June 1976. 
On the morning of June 16, 1976, thousands of black 
students went on a protest rally from their schools to 
Orlando Stadium. They were protesting an official order 
which made Afrikaans compulsory in black township 

schools throughout the country. The use of local languages was prohibited in these schools, whilst the 
constitution supported that Afrikaans and English be made the official languages of the country. 
The rally was meant to be a peaceful protest with the intentions to plead with government not to make 
Afrikaans compulsory in schools. Things got out of control when the police were called in to disperse the 
crowds, and riots broke out. Hundreds of students were killed as a result. Although the protests of 16 June 
1976 resulted in significant casualties, the youth of 1976 played a role in fighting and overcoming the inequality 
and oppression. 
 
 
 
 
 

  COVID-19 advice and guidelines  
Please feel free to pose all health-related concerns and queries to the specialist team of staff at NICD and the 

Department of Health. They are best able to support and guide you if you are anxious or worried about your 

child and family. These are the contact details of the NICD team:  Corona Hotline 0800 029 999 

COVID SAFETY PROTOCOLS ARE COMPULSORY TO ENSURE THE SAFETY OF ALL.THESE VITAL LIFESTYLE 

CHANGES MUST BE CONSISTENTLY ADHERED TO  BY ALL, AT HOME, AT SCHOOL AT WORK, AT PLAY - EACH 

AND EVERY SINGLE DAY!  

We urge and appeal to all our parents and learners to please consistently wear masks, wash hands 

and maintain appropriate physical distancing at all times, not just at school but EVERYWHERE. 

Please adhere to lockdown regulations at all times. 

If for your own peace of mind you wish to have your child or yourselves tested please consult with 
your family doctor in this regard. We cannot offer you medical advice. 
 
Please closely monitor your sons and daughters and your wider family. Check the daily screening signs 
and should there be any change in your health or should any of your family members have a 
temperature of 38 or higher, immediately consult your family doctor.  
 
Please can we also appeal to you all to consistently honour all Covid-19 protocols and processes that 
have been established and please ensure that they are stringently adhered to - as that way you will 
keep yourselves and all of us safe.  
We are stronger-together-apart. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Dear Lord Jesus, 

when you walked with us on earth 

you spread your healing power. 

We place in your loving care 

all who are affected by Coronavirus. 

Keep us strong in faith, hope and love. 

Bring relief to our sick, 

console our bereaved, 

protect those who care for us. 

We lift our prayer to you Lord, 

and trust in your infinite mercy, 

as we wait for the daybreak. 

Amen. 

      

God bless you all 
Kind regards 

 
Margot van Ryneveld 
Principal - Primary School 
 


