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A MESSAGE FROM THE HEAD OF SCHOOL 

 
 
Dear Holy Rosary & Pathways Parents 
 
I find it hard to believe that we have reached the end of the year and that I therefore have the 
bittersweet task of writing my farewell message to a school community which I love so dearly.  
 
When I arrived at Holy Rosary School at the beginning of 2002, I had an overwhelming sense of ‘coming 
home’.  I experienced a sense of belonging, a sense of being surrounded by the history and traditions 
of this very special school, and a sense of being part of a caring family.  I can honestly say that I have 
found all my years of teaching incredibly rewarding but teaching at a school where prayer and service 
to others is a part of every day, has fed my soul. For twenty years this school community has been an 
integral part of my life and I am truly blessed to have had the privilege of leading this precious school.   
 
In 2002 we had 38 matrics; this year we say farewell to 80 Grade 12 girls.  How the school has grown 
over the last twenty years!  I pay tribute to all the parents, in particular to those who have served on 
the Parents’ Association, and to the debutantes who have worked so hard over the years to make it 
possible for the school to expand its facilities to what they are today.  It has been such a joy to watch 
new buildings and sports facilities being built.  In this time, we have built new primary school classrooms 
and a music centre, a new high school block with laboratories and art rooms, a modern Grade R facility 
to replace the old, prefabricated classrooms, the hockey astro-turf, and our magnificent Bishop 
Shanahan Hall.  In addition, we have acquired a number of properties, namely number 6 and 8 Viner 
Road, and St Anne’s Residence.  All this has been accomplished thanks to the vision and dedication of 
so many committed people.  
 
We live in a country, and indeed in a world, filled with enormous challenges, a world in which most 
people struggle daily for survival.  As Christians, we are called to play our part in making the world a 
better place and so it is imperative that this school continues the legacy of the Holy Rosary Sisters by 
having community advancement at its core. All our girls, from the youngest to the oldest, are 
encouraged to participate in community service and this is truly where my heart lies.  I thank the many 
debutantes over the years for raising the money needed to run our Phumelela Saturday School.  Through 
this programme we, as a school, make a real difference in the lives of young people who are not as 
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fortunate as we are.  I thank the staff who have been responsible for developing this programme and 
who have committed their time to teaching and to ensuring that everything always runs smoothly.  This 
programme was my dream, and the debutantes and staff have made it a reality.  
 
As I reflect on the last two decades, the highlights must be the many outreach tours that I had the 
pleasure of joining.  The World Challenge trip to Vietnam saw our girls build a bathroom with a flushing 
toilet for a very poor family.  We travelled, twice, to Kei Mouth, where we renovated a community 
creche.  We have also created both friends and fond memories at our Holy Rosary sister school in 
Malamulele, Limpopo.  Here our girls painted classrooms, creches and even a new church, leaving their 
unique and loving mark on this special place.  What a privilege it is to spend time with young women 
who are willing to give up their holidays in the service of others.  It is my prayer that Holy Rosary 
School will continue to produce young women who take up St Mother Teresa’s call to ‘give your hands 
to serve and your hearts to love’.  
 
Throughout my years of headship, I have been blessed with amazing people who have walked the 
journey with me.  I cannot mention each one by name, but I thank each and every one of them from 
the bottom of my heart.  During the period spanning the years 2008 to 2014, without my two amazing 
deputies, Belinda Damhuis and the late Chriss Ingram, I would never have had the courage to take on 
the daunting task of leading the High School.  I thank the current principals, Belinda Damhuis, Natalie 
Meerholz, and Lisa Latre for making my last year as Head of School so special. I am also truly indebted 
to Margot van Ryneveld for her expertise in guiding us through the process of incorporating Pathways 
into the school.  In my role as Head of School, I have also worked closely with our Business Manager, 
Desre Bellingan; our Facilities Manager, Riana Huisamen, and our Marketing Manager, Kenda Knowles.  
It has been an absolute pleasure working with these dedicated leaders and I thank them for their on-
going support and for their loyalty and commitment to Holy Rosary School.  In addition, I wish to thank 
the Board of Governors and the members of the Holy Rosary Trust for the faith they have placed in me 
and for the unwavering support that they have given me over the years.  I am truly grateful to Russell 
Irons, the Board Chairman, who has always encouraged me and stood by me, especially over the last 
two very challenging years.  I am also thankful for the members of the Interim Transformation 
Committee who have taken up the call of guiding our school through the start of our transformation 
journey.   
 
To Sr Lorna, the Regional Leader of the Holy Rosary Sisters, and to all the Sisters, thank you for your 
constant prayers and support as we continue the mission of Bishop Shanahan in educating the young 
women of Africa.  Without the courage and strength of the early Sisters, this school would not be the 
wonderful school that it is today.  As we navigate the stormy waters brought about by the Covid 
pandemic, we take our inspiration from these pioneers who faced and conquered many crises by placing 
their trust in a loving God. 
 
In March last year, when the President announced the closure of schools, our teachers were suddenly 
faced with the task of keeping teaching and learning alive via the internet.  After the initial self-doubt, 
they stepped up and have done an amazing job.  At the end of 2020 we all naively thought that 2021 
would be ‘normal’ again.  Little did we know that the start of the school year would be delayed and 
that, later in the year, our country would face a devastating 3rd wave.  I salute all our teachers for the 
way in which they have maintained the standard of teaching and learning in their classes.  They are 
all, without doubt, heroes!  I pray that next year will indeed see a return to normal schooling and that 
Holy Rosary School will once again be able to provide the holistic education that has always been its 
hallmark.  Thank you, too, to our administrative and service staff.  Without their hard work the school 
could not function and would not look as beautiful as it does. We are truly blessed to have such a 
committed and enthusiastic staff.  
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Thank you to all our Holy Rosary parents who have made so many sacrifices to have their children at 
our wonderful school.  Without their loyalty and support this school would not be the family that it is.   
 
Finally, I wish each member of the Holy Rosary community a fond farewell.  I will miss you all.  You 
have enriched my life.  I trust that you will welcome Deon Oerson and support him as he takes the 
helm and leads our school through the challenging but exciting times ahead. I wish you a blessed 
Christmas and God’s richest blessings for the future. 
 
Jacinta Lucas 
Head of School 
 
 

MESSAGE FROM PRIMARY SCHOOL PRINCIPAL 

 
I would like to take the opportunity to thank this special Holy Rosary community for welcoming me 
back into this incredible family, and for the support over the last two terms. It has been a wonderful 
time in which I have been able to get to know the staff, the girls and some of the parents.  
 
As we finish this academic year, we are once again at a pivotal moment as we wait to see if a fourth 
COVID-19 wave is ahead of us. Should we be faced with changes to the start of the 2022 school year, 
we will communicate as soon in January as we can, after directives from ISASA and DBE have been 
issued. 
 
A final goodbye to the girls who are leaving our school.  We wish them all the best in their new 
adventures and countries. We also wish Mrs Mandy Dos Santos and Mrs Kerry Pistorius joy in Cape 
Town and the U.K respectively.  Our retirees, Mrs Lucas, Mrs Lombard and Mrs Ayres, are all long-
serving members of our school and we wish them all the best in their new chapters, 
 
I will certainly appreciate the good rest period that lies ahead, but I remain excited about 2022 and 
the changes that the new year will bring, despite any COVID-19 restrictions. 
 
Wishing you all a wonderful festive season 
God Bless 
 
Natalie Meerholz 
Primary School Principal  

 
 

DE R 
NEWS     
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TRIBUTE TO MRS SUE LOMBARD 

 
For 26 years, Mrs Sue Lombard has been an 
integral part of the Holy Rosary community.  
She has headed up the Mathematics 
department for a number of years, and her 
wisdom, creativity and flare in teaching both 
Mathematics and Science, will be sorely missed. 
 
Mrs Lombard, who is also a Holy Rosary old 
girl, has been committed to the School, and to 
many aspects of school life.  She was a 
formidable, and respected Netball Coach and 
her teams enjoyed much success.  Her house 
spirit and competitive edge were always 
appreciated and as Head of Fatima House, she 
always ensured that she was leading her house, 
donned in red, accompanied by their mascot, 
Sylvester, and that Fatima was proud to sing 
their war cries. 
 
Sue always ensured that high standards were 
set, and as a master teacher, she guided and 
mentored many teachers along the way.  She 
is a woman of integrity, strong values and an 
incredible passion for her profession.  We wish 
her all the best in her retirement and are 
eternally thankful for the care she has shown 
over the years for the girls in her charge, and 
to her commitment and service to Holy Rosary 
School. 
 
 
 

TRIBUTE TO MRS JANET AYRES 
 
Mrs Janet Ayres has dedicated 26 years to Holy Rosary School. Many girls 
started their academic journey in her care, and she created a safe and solid 
foundation for so many of them.  She has been an integral part of the Grade R 
Team for so many years. In 2021, she joined Pathways, and took the “Forest 
Fairies” under her wing. 
 
Janet’s special and nurturing manner has made her well-liked by the girls, 
parents and teachers. We wish her all the best in her retirement and thank her 
too for her commitment and service to Holy Rosary School. 
 
 
 
 

 

Our Retirees 
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GRADE R NEWS  

 
We all enjoyed our Christmas Party on the 19th November. We got a lovely surprise when Santa arrived. 
We enjoyed a Christmas Tuck in the garden, and we were entertained by Darin the Magician at the 
end of the day. 
 
We managed to play in the mud and get dirty with permission on Tuesday. The girls had so much fun 
with some being more adventurous that others. 
 
We were invited to watch the Grade One Nativity too. It was so exciting to see what we will be doing 
for the school this time next year. 
 
We finally got to go on an outing in ‘our bus’ to the Mighty Jungle on Wednesday. We have patiently 
waited all year for our turn. We took our dolls, teddies and picnic lunches and had a lovely relaxing 
day. 
 
We enjoyed dressing up in our Festive clothes on Friday morning. It was sad to say goodbye to our 
precious girls and their families. Travel safely and have a lovely holiday. 
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FOUNDATION PHASE NEWS 

 
On Tuesday the Foundation Phase teachers played tribute to our younger members of Holy Rosary 
School. The Grade Three pupils each received a book, to remind them of the importance of reading and 
to symbolise the important foundation they received in this phase.  
 
The following Trophies were awarded: 
 
Rees Gibbs Trophy for Perseverance in Gr 1             Anna-Louise Colyn 
Harvey Trophy for Positive attitude in Gr 2         Jessica Johnston 

Maureen Davel Trophy for Best Reader                          Shea Wőhler 
Kezia Webster Trophy for Perseverance                      Berenice Babanjila 
Lorraine Dingle Trophy for Progress                            Kaylin Wyatt 
Megan Raines Trophy for Friendship                          Tiara Chibwe 
Friend to the Earth Trophy for Environment                       Kenzie Surtees 
Pam Amis“Respice Stellam” Trophy                Sienna Hutton 

 
Book vouchers were presented to Daniella Arter, Addison Naidoo and Tamika Swanepoel for being such 
enthusiastic readers: 
                         
I was extremely heartsore that I was unable to attend the Celebration Ceremony. I am so thankful to 
my amazing colleagues who stepped in and ensured that the proceedings were not affected.   
                     

Thank you, to my team, for all your hard work, thoughtfulness, support and assistance. I am so blessed 
and proud to be part of such an incredible team.  
 

You make my job so easy, and I am so grateful to work with each one of you. To the incredible 
Foundation Phase girls, your hard work has been acknowledged and rewarded. I am so proud of each 
one of you  
 
The Nativity Play was performed by the Grade One pupils. This is a long tradition that was started by 
Sister Mary, many years ago, which I dedicate to our dear Holy Rosary Sisters. The play depicts the 
birth of Jesus.  It is one of the highlights of the Grade One year. As I bid you farewell this year, I hope 
you remember that the true meaning of Christmas is sharing the love that Christ our Lord gave us.   
 
We must care for each other and God’s precious creatures.  
 
Spread Peace and Goodwill to all. 
 
I wish you a Blessed Christmas and safe travels. 
 
C. Moura  
HOD: Foundation Phase 
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INTERSEN PHASE NEWS 
 
We would like to thank our incredible girls, their wonderful parents and amazing teachers.  It has been a year 
of ups and downs, but through persistent effort and innovation we have risen above the challenges of Covid 19 
and online schooling thereby ensuring that 2021 was a successful year.   
 
Our Grade 7s have made us incredibly proud this year.  We send them to high school with all of our best 
wishes – we know that they will be highly successful due to their excellent work ethic and comprehensive 
foundation laid down in the Primary School.  
 
Wishing you all a festive season filled with abundant blessings.   
 

W. van den Heever and B. Cooper  
HOD: Intersen Phase 
 
 

GRADE 6 NEWS 
 

They Grade 6 girls enjoyed the presentation on Reptiles.  Thank you Layla Nixon from Grade 6B for 
bringing in your exotic pets to show your class.  We were delighted that Mrs Damhuis, our High 
School Principal, joined in the fun. 
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PRAYERS 

 
Please remember our HRS families and teachers who are in need of your supportive 
prayers. To the families who have contracted the Covid Virus, as well as the families 
and teachers in our Primary and High School who have been victims of crime and all 
of those in our Holy Rosary Family who are in need, or who are suffering in any way. 
 
We continue to pray for Mrs Horsten brother-in-law who is not doing well.  Please keep her family in 
your prayers. 
 
 
 

ENROLMENTS 2022 
 
Should you or any of your friends and family still need a place for 2022 at  
Holy Rosary School or Pathways please contact Brenda Batchelor.  Her contact 
details are hrsprimary@holyrosaryschool.co.za for more information. You may 
also book a tour through our website on www.holyrosaryschool.co.za.  
 
  

http://www.holyrosaryschool.co.za/
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SPORT 

 

 

EXTRA MURAL TIMETABLE 2022 - TERM 1 
12-14 JANUARY 

Thursday - 13 January 14:15 - 16:00 Tennis Trials Gr 3,4 Ms S and Miss T 

          

Friday - 14th January 14:15 - 16:00 Tennis Trials Gr 5,6 & 7 Ms S and Miss T 

 
CONGRATULATIONS 

 
The following hockey players were invited to play in the 2nd round of the Eastern Gauteng U11 and U12 
trials. 
 
Nicola Munro 
Tegan Brouwer 
Tamara Mbote  
Mapaha Ramahali 
Katia D’Alessio 
Alexia Cheketri 
Siobahn Evans 
Tshepang Madubanya 
 
Following these trials, the following players were selected to attend High Performance Training, starting 
in January, where the Eastern Hockey teams will be chosen. 
 
Good luck and well done to the following players: 
Tegan Brouwer 
Mapaha Ramahali 
Alexia Cheketri 
Tshepang Madubanya 
 

SWIMMING 
 
We finished our sporting year off, with the Grade 1-3 APPS Gala.  The girls swam their hearts out and 
had so much fun.  Well done to all the girls who took part. 

 
Wishing everyone safe holidays. 

  
Miss S 
HOD Junior Sport 
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SECOND HAND SHOP 

                                          
PLEASE TAKE NOTE OF THE ADDITIONAL DAY WHICH WE WILL BE OPEN FOR YOUR 
CONVENIENCE: 
 

 Monday 10th January 2022, 09h00 until 12h00 
 
Our Second-Hand Uniform Shop is located on the 1st Floor of the St Anne’s building 
Please consider purchasing from us, before buying new 
 

 Trading hours:  Tuesdays from 13h00 until 14h30 

 Please enter via the St Anne gate on St Anne Rd so that you can be screened and sanitised 
before entering. 

 All items are in good condition and very reasonably priced. 

 We have stock of most uniform items, including sports kits, shoes, schoolbags, lunch 
coolers, caps etc. 

 Please note that it is preferable to bring your daughter with to fit, as most items have been 
altered. 

 Card payment facilities are available. 

 Please keep checking the HRS App for any changes or updates regarding the shop. 

 We are always in need of wire hangers – if you have any to spare, please send them in 
with your daughter. 
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DISCLAIMER: 
Please note the views expressed 
in the advertisements are not 
necessarily those of Holy Rosary 
School.  We are not able to 
endorse individual products or 
services.  Holy Rosary School 
reserves the right to edit all 
submissions.  
 

 

 

 
 

 

Tutors @ Your Service 

 

 For assistance in all school subjects 

 Homework supervision 

 

 Our tutors come to you. 

 Our tutors provide online virtual classes  during the 

lockdown 

 For top class tuition 

 10 years of education excellence 

 

 

Contact:   Mandy: 082 217 2077 

Theresa: 083 453 4792                 

smp@icon.co.za  

www.tutorsatyourservice.co.z a 

www.englishforyou.co.z a  
 

mailto:smp@icon.co.za
http://www.tutorsatyourservice.co.za/
http://www.tutorsatyourservice.co.za/
http://www.tutorsatyourservice.co.za/
http://www.englishforyou.co.z/
http://www.englishforyou.co.z/
http://www.englishforyou.co.za/
http://www.englishforyou.co.za/

