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23 September 2021 – Term 3 - No. 2 

 
Dear Parents and Pupils 
 

Heritage Day - So much more than a public holiday. 
 
It is so important for our well-being, and for our 
relationships with others, to be mindful of our 
identities.  Who we are, and equally important, who 
others are, plays a critical role in our lived 
experiences.  However, we are busy and the grind of 
fulfilling our daily responsibilities consumes our 
every waking moment; we are amid a global 
pandemic; we are tired.  However, we are also lucky 
because we, as South Africans, have Heritage Day – 
a day where we are given the rare opportunity to 
just STOP, reflect, and remind ourselves of the value of our unique nation. 
 
Heritage Day is far more than just a public holiday. It’s a day where all South Africans can 
celebrate their unique cultures as well as their underlying unity.  As diverse as our cultures 
and backgrounds may be, Heritage Day is all about bringing the entire nation together.  The 
spirit of ubuntu flows from this special day and so, it is not just a day to celebrate our roots, it 
is also a day of love and togetherness. 
 
How should one celebrate a day as special as Heritage Day?  Is it enough to treat it as any 
other day off work or school?  Sleep late?  Binge watch Netflix?  Perhaps.  But what if it were 
more than simply switching off one’s alarm clock and catching up on mostly American 
television series? 
 
There are so many wonderful and exciting things to do on Heritage Day.  While COVID is 
certainly not going anywhere soon, with the adjusted level 2 restrictions, you could explore the 

city and our urban culture. Take a stroll down Vilakazi Street in Soweto – the home of two 
esteemed anti-apartheid stalwarts and Nobel laureates, Nelson Mandela and The Most 
Reverend Desmond Tutu.  Get behind the spirit of ubuntu by being charitable.  South Africans 
are well-known for their warm and generous spirit and so you could visit Bryanston Market 
which is hosting a Heritage Day market in aid of The Cradle of Hope organisation that cares for 
vulnerable women and children.  You could even hop on the Johannesburg City sightseeing 
bus and be awed by what you learn about your heritage in your very own city.  Visit the Cradle 
of Mankind or Lesedi Cultural Village to support local business, especially since times have 
been so tough because of the COVID pandemic. 
 
But you don’t need to leave your home to enjoy the true meaning of Heritage Day.  You could 
decide amongst your family members to immerse yourself in your own culture or choose a 
different culture to explore.  Learn a phrase in a different language.  Talk to your friends, 



 

 

parents, and grandparents about who they are and what makes them proud of their culture 
and traditions.  Or, best of all, invite family members for a heritage-themed braai or 
shisanyama. 
 
There are so many meaningful ways to celebrate a day as beautiful as Heritage Day.  But 
whatever you decide to do, do not forget to spend a moment with yourself.  Reflect on who you 
are, where you’ve come from, and the legacy that you would like to leave one day as a proud 
South African. 
 
In the words of Nelson Mandela, one of our true founding fathers, “Our rich and varied cultural 
heritage has a profound power to help build our nation.” Let us remember these uplifting words 
on Heritage Day…and every day. 
 
Mrs M Nixon 
Head of Curriculum Transformation and Innovation 
 

ANNOUNCEMENT 
 

Mrs van Rensburg will be relocating to the UK soon.  Her last day with us will be 30 
September.  I would like to thank her for the contribution she has made in the short time she 
was a part of our staff.  I wish her and her family everything of the best for the future.  May 
God bless her always.  Her classes will be taught by Mrs. Damhuis and Mrs. Balassis. 
 

THANK YOU! 
 
 

We appealed to our girls to assist us by donating cupcakes 
which will be sold on Saturday in aid of National Cupcake Day 
for Kids with Cancer.   
 
We were so overwhelmed by the response.  You are all the most 
amazing girls.  Thank you so much.  Your contributions will 
make a valued difference. 

 
 
 

GENERAL 
 
Prayers  
 
Please remember the following members of the HRS family who are in need of your supportive 
prayers: 
 
 Ms. Howes (High School teacher) who is recovering from surgery; 
 Mrs. Valentim (High School teacher) whose mother and mother-in-law are very ill; 
 Ms. Walstra (High School teacher) who will be undergoing a liver transplant in October; 
 Courney Wood (past pupil) who has been diagnosed with leukemia; 
 Mrs. van Schalkwyk (High School teacher) and her husband who were victims of a house 

robbery; 
 those families and teachers in our primary and high schools who have been affected by 

Covid-19; 
 those families and teachers in our primary and high schools who have been victims of 

crime. 



 

 

 



 

 

 
 



 

 

 



 

 

 
 
 
 



 

 

 

SECOND-HAND UNIFORM SHOP 
 
Our shop is located on the 1st floor of the St. Anne’s building. 
 

• Trading hours:  Tuesdays from 13h00 until 14h30. 

• Parents are required to enter via the St. Anne’s gate on St. Anne’s Road and must be 
screened before proceeding upstairs to the shop. 

• Card payment facilities are available. 

• All items are in good condition and reasonably priced. 

• Donations are greatly appreciated and can be dropped off either at reception or at the shop 
during abovementioned open times. 

• Please keep checking the HRS App for any changes and updates regarding the shop. 

 
 
We are in desperate need of wire hangers for the shop – if you have any that you could spare, 
please send them with your daughter who can leave them with Mrs. Benigno or Mrs. 
Batchelor. 
 
 
Thank you for your continued support. 

 
 

THE WEEK AHEAD … 
 

 SEPTEMBER  

28 Gr. 11 Compulsory Committee Workshop 14:30-18:00 

30 Gr. 9 Mass & Retreat  



 

 

 

DEPUTY HEAD GIRL : RELIGION 
 

   
 

NEW BEGINNINGS 
 
At times, new beginnings can seem scary and daunting.  There can be so much uncertainty 
and we can feel overwhelmed, but they are always an opportunity for change and for growth. 
Sometimes we long for a new, fresh start. I’m sure that many of us feel the frustration of not 
being able to do all the things that we were able to do pre-lockdown.  We feel stuck in the 
middle of this pandemic and are longing and waiting for it to end; for things to go back to 
normal.  
 
Rather take the time to appreciate the season or circumstance we are in, even if it’s not as 
fruitful or exciting as we might like it to be. Let us remember that every season serves a 
purpose and there is always something to learn in the waiting. Sometimes things will not go as 
we want or as we expect or plan.  So, in those frustrating times, may we remember that God’s 
timing is perfect even though we may not always understand it. He has a perfect plan for each 
one of our lives and wants what is best for us, always trust in Him.  
 
I would like to take this opportunity to express my gratitude for being elected as the new 
Deputy Head Girl Religion and I hope I can serve the school to my best ability.  
 
As we take time to rest this long weekend and be with our loved ones, may we take a moment 
to stop and appreciate all the incredible blessings that we are surrounded by.  
 
May God be with you. 

Dominica Torres 
Deputy Head Girl : Religion 

 



 

 

 

JOHANNESBURG JUNIOR COUNCIL 
 

Holy Rosary’s Johannesburg Junior Council representatives are running this drive for school 
children who have no access or means to buy stationery. Please can we appeal to our parents – 
for stationery/art supplies that they have lying around that they no longer need or use. Please 
deliver to the main reception. 
 

 
 



 

 

 

OPEN DAY – SATURDAY 2 OCTOBER 2021 
 

 
 
 

 


