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I matriculated from Holy Rosary School in 2008. I went on to study Medicine at the University 
of the Witwatersrand and in 2014, after six hard years of study, I achieved my long time dream 
of becoming a doctor. I did my two years of internship at Chris Hani Baragwaneth Academic 
Hospital. During this time all my romantic concepts of medicine (largely formed whilst watching 
too many hours of ‘Grey’s Anatomy’ and ‘E.R’) were stripped away as the realities and challenges 
of real life Medicine became clear while spending my days and many of my nights treating the 
sick and injured patients that poured through the gates of the hospital.

My experience at ‘Bara’ taught me so much about myself and the type of person and doctor that 
I want to be and I am grateful everyday for the time I spent there. In the August of 2016 as my 
internship was drawing to a close, I married my High School Sweetheart, Nick, after nine amazing 
years of being together. I am currently finishing off my Community Service year at Leratong 
Hospital where I work in the Paediatrics department helping tiny humans survive. My future is a 
little uncertain as I apply for jobs in an increasingly competitive job market but I’m certain that 
wherever I end up next year I will continue to grow and learn.

Dr. Emma Birkett (Davel) ‘08

I have been the Edenvale 67 Blankets for Mandela ambassador this year, and together with my 
group of ‘Wooligans’, we knitted 250 scarves which were donated to the needy. 

I first got involved with the 67 Blankets initiative about two years ago. I then discovered how 
addictive knitting is. It is the cheapest form of therapy. The whole idea of 67 Blankets is not just 
about warming those in need, but weaving the community together one stitch at a time.

The group will begin working on blankets for the Nelson Mandela Masterpiece (NMM) project, 
which involves making a massive blanket. 67 Blankets for Mandela organisations from around 
the world will unite in 2018 in the attempt to make a blanket which can be seen from space. After 
the blankets have been stitched up, they will be unstitched and distributed.

Andrea Henderson ‘84

Malebo Itumeleng Mokotedi-Mapiloko (Class of 2000) was interviewed on Lead SA’s ‘Face to Face 
with Success’. Malebo, together with her mother, have started a new state-of-the-art medical 
centre in Dainfern Square, Fourways. Malebo wants to make quality healthcare more accessible 
for all South Africans, with the aim not to only be successful, but also significant. They aim to 
make healthcare inclusive, not exclusive, and hope to expand the Mediwell brand to other parts 
of the country. Mediwell aims to manage patients holistically, and hopes to encourage women, 
especially, to leave a legacy, in order to reach success.

I am thankful to Holy Rosary for providing me with a solid foundation where integrity, honesty 
and persistance was cultivated. Also, you may add that that Mediwell was birthed through the 
Christian principles of stewardship, excellence and inclusivity.

Malebo Mokotedi ‘00

I have always had a lot of questions: Why do I have my father’s eyes and my mother’s lips? Not 
that I thought there was anything wrong with my features. I just wanted to know why. Why do 
humans look and behave as they do? I remember when my Biology teacher (Mrs Ingram) first 
explained what DNA was in class, and I went on to find that most of the answers to my questions 
were in books. I have had my nose stuck in one ever since. 

I am now a PhD candidate in Biotechnology from the University of Pretoria. I am the Next Einstein 
Forum Ambassador for South Africa. My Science research focuses on improved food security. I 
have received several awards, including the Department of Science and Technology Women in 
Science Award Doctoral Fellowship. I have also received the award for Outstanding Academic 
Achievement from the University of Pretoria, and obtained National Research Foundation 
innovation scholarships for my postgraduate studies. My Masters and Doctoral studies are 
supported by the Southern African Biochemistry and Informatics for Natural Products Network 
and funded by the Carnegie Corporation of New York. I am currently employed as a product 
specialist for molecular and cell biology research solutions. 

Pelly Malebe ‘03



Holy Rosary School Magazine 2017 17

ALUMNI
After leaving HRS I completed a two year diploma in Somatology through Madge Wallace. However 
after working for a few years in the industry I discovered my passion for health and fitness 
and decided to start studying again. I completed my Honours in Biokinetics at the University 
of Johannesburg in 2012, and have been working in corporate wellness since graduating. I am 
currently working as a Wellness Specialist dealing with exercise intervention programs for people 
living with chronic diseases. 

At school I participated in sports such as swimming, hockey and cross country running and 
this continued after leaving school. In 2007 I completed my first 94.7 cycle challenge riding 
for the Pink Drive charity in memory of my Aunt who had just passed. This was the start of my 
insane fitness journey. I started to take a keen interest in running and cycling and found myself 
entering numerous races which challenged me to push myself to new limits. In 2012 I decided to 
put the three disciplines together and competed in my first BSG sprint distance triathlon. This 
was just the taster which enticed my hunger for greater challenges. I found myself committing to 
races I had sworn I would never enter and competing at events that I believed to be impossible. 
2017 was a big year in which I competed in two half-Ironman events; I completed the full ironman 
in PE as well as my second Comrades Marathon. 
 
My greatest achievements thus far have been as follows:
• Midmar Mile- I swam my first mile in 1991 and have competed for 27 consecutive years with over 
 50 crossings. 
• Comrades Marathon- after two non-finishes I have now completed 2 and will be pushing for 10.
• Ironman 70.3 (half-Ironman) - my first one was in 2014 and I have finished 7 in total
• Ironman PE - I completed my first one this year. Definitely the best race of my life so far.
• 94.7 cycle challenge- I have completed 8 and this year I will be doing a double lap for CHOC 
 with the cows. 
• Olympic distance triathlons- I have competed in 5 of these events. This year I managed 3rd 
 place in my age group at the 5150 Bela Bela
• Too many marathons and half marathons to mention 

What’s in store for the future: 
• Double loop at 94.7 to raise money for CHOC
• 8mile at Midmar to raise money for CHOC
• Half ironman east London in January 
• Full ironman in PE in April
• Comrades marathon down run in June
• Ironman 70.3 world champs in September 

Jayde Fouche ‘03

Congratulations to Jessica Whelan 
for competing in the Hong Kong 
leg of the Swimming World Cup - 
fantastic results for her first World 
Cup! Two fifths, an eighth and the 
highlight being a silver medal in 
the 400 IM!

Jessica Whelan ‘15

We have digitised our 1978, and 1984-2000 school 
magazines! Thank you to Africa Media Online for doing 
this - it means our school magazines will be preserved, 
and are so much easier to access! We are slowly and 
constantly building up our museum collection in terms 
of old school uniforms, photographs and any other 
memorabilia.

News from our Archives
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Catchups with ‘old’ staff members

Mrs Michelle Carter
(Music teacher August 2005 - April 2014)

Since leaving HRS, Mrs Carter is teaching 
Music at Fish Hoek High School, does volunteer 
Counselling at False Bay Hospital, and enjoys 
swimming in the sea! She has also subsequently 
become a grandmother, and was up here 
visiting her son and his family (including her 
one-year old grandson). Carter said it was 
great to be back and see the changes, and the 
signs of growth and development.

Mr Toby Wright
(Art teacher 1989 - end 2000)

Toby is currently in the field of Forensic Genetic 
Engineering (Chemical Warfare) - studying the 
gases used in bombs in Syria and Yemen. He 
suffered a bomb attack four years ago, and is 
still in pain from that. He holds three Medical 
degrees, a Master of Fine Arts, and an Honours 
degree in Literature. He is about to publish 
his first Poetry book, whilst in the process of 
writing four other books.

Glennis Ravenscroft
(Geography teacher: 1983-2004)

Glennis Ravenscroft popped in for a quick visit. 
Seen here with past pupil and current teacher 
Lisa Cawdry (Guthrie, 2003).

After leaving HRS, I went to Heronbridge 
College. It proved very far to travel there each 
day from Edenvale. I then moved to Crawford 
college in Lonehill and spent a very happy 
two years there. For the last 10 years I have 
been HoD at St Mary’s School in Waverley. I am 
retiring this year and have been so fortunate to 
finish about 45 years of teaching. My fondest 
memories are the girls at HRS and also our 
Geography Golden Gate tours.

Robert Boulle
(Religious Education/Biology teacher and 
Tennis MIC 1990 - end 1992)

After his stint at HRS, Boulle went back to 
University to complete his Masters: Psychology. 

During this course he met his now wife, and 
they got married. He then did his internship at 
Tara Hospital, followed by teaching at Marian 
College (JHB Southern Suburbs), whilst running 
a private practice in the afternoons. He moved 
down to Cape Town in 1999 and opened a 
private practice with his wife. 

In his spare time, Boulle enjoys cycling, where 
the 2017 Argus Cycle Tour would have been his 
10th. He is also an avid reader, and says his 
children keep him busy (4 boys!).

HRS fashion seen in Stockholme Family relationships

A very special moment as three generations of one family are now Holy Rosary 
girls. Seen here are Grade 0 teacher and past pupil, Diane Horsten (Munro, 
1984 – great aunt of Taylor), Taylor Michie (Grade 0 pupil), Helen Bamberger 
(Munro, 1975 – grandmother of Taylor), and Kerryn Michie (2002 – Mother 
of Taylor)A photo posted on Facebook showing a mannequin 

in an H&M store.
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Shinade Webb, Kathleen McKay, Elodia Pieterson (Mmamaile), 
Annemarie van Der Linde (Dalvit) & Carey McElhone (Crocker)
Kirsten Siebert & Terry Harris.

Class of 1997

Class of 2002

Class of 2007

Back Row:

Front Row:

Kerryn Michie, Alana Hoskin & Danielle Roodt (Crook)Front Row:

Kathleen Nel & Deborah Bukasa

Class of 2007

Rachana Desai, Maxine Isherwood, Lianna Lisinski (da Silva), 
Kayleigh Spurway, Stacey Proudfoot, Rachel Auckland, Claire Earley, 
Mandy Nienaber, Sharee Marsh (Jones) & Angelique Koll
Claudia Caetano, Sarah Macqueen, Kerri Roff (Rudolph), Angela Mackinnon, 
Gina Ghisleni, Caylee Jenzen & Andrea McCormack (Bower)

Back Row:

Front Row:

Front Row:
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Reunion in Canada

Class of 2007

Anne D’Oliveira (‘66 - Cooper), Patsy Standing (‘67 - Brock), 
Kathy Bennett (‘67 - Boyers) & Lenore Stringer (Davids)

Class of ‘66 & ‘67 Catchup

Sarah Bernhardi, Miranda Hall & Toni Stephan

Class of 1992 Catchup in Australia

Back: Sara-Louise Carlton, Giuliana Bland, 
Catherine Du Plessis, Desiree Olie Talbot, Dorothy Bester 
(Pieters)
Front: Penny Holburn & Margaret Spadaccino

Class of 1982 Catchup

Top row: Karen Symons, Angelina Gallizio & Glenys van Rensburg
Middle row: Pamela Thornton, Corinne Verhoogt, Beate Sappl, Nadia Quattrocecere, 
Linda-Mary Richardson, Melanie Chandley, Gillian Brock & Anne McLennan
Bottom row: Christine Gavaghan, Kim Stidworthy, Laura Smith, Sonja Prader & 
Stacey Hamilton

Class of 1983 Reunion in Hermanus (Oct 2016)

Gianna Simonutti, Angie Olver & Lynn Sartori

Class of 1976 Catchup in Australia


